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THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS

Before Commissioners: Andrew J. French, Chairperson
Dwight D. Keen
Annie Kuether

In the Matter of an Investigation to Determine )

the Annual Assessment Rate for the Thirtieth ) Docket No. 26-GIMT-095-GIT
Year of the Kansas Universal Service Fund, )
Effective March 1, 2026. )

ORDER ADOPTING KUSF ASSESSMENT RATE

This matter comes before the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas
(“Commission”) for consideration and decision. Having reviewed its files and records and being
duly advised in the premises, the Commission makes the following findings:

1. On October 7, 2025, the Commission opened this Docket to determine the Kansas
Universal Service Fund (“KUSF”) Year 30 Assessment Rate, effective March 1, 2026, through
February 28, 2027, (“Year 30”) pursuant to K.S.A. 66-2008(a) and Docket No. 94-GIMT-478-
GIT.

2. On December 15, 2025, Steve Garrett filed direct testimony with several
attachments on behalf of commission staff (“Staff”). Mr. Garrett’s pre-filed testimony
recommended that the Commission adopt an assessment rate of 12.67% for KUSF Year 30.!

3. Mr. Garrett testified that the assessment rate is comprised of two budgeted
components: (1) the projected KUSF obligations or amounts to be paid from the KUSF; and (2)
the projected revenue base, or the revenue carriers are projected to report to the KUSF for funding

purposes. The KUSF Year 30 total KUSF obligations of $34.1 million are reduced by the projected

'Direct Testimony of Steve Garrett, p. 2 (Dec. 15, 2025).
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$1.9 million reserve and increased by $2.4 million for the Contingency Fund Allowance, resulting
in the $34.6 million net KUSF obligations to be collected from a revenue base of $272.9 million.
Garrett proposed the Commission adopt its resulting 12.67% assessment rate for KUSF Year 30.?

4. Mr. Garrett explained Staff’s calculation of each KUSF obligation, including $30
million for the Rural Local Exchange Carriers (“RLECs”), the resulting pro-rata KUSF support
reduction, and each RLEC’s resulting annual KUSF support.® Garrett further explained these
calculations will change based on the Commission’s decision in Docket No. 26-HVDT-048-KSF
(“26-048 Docket”) where Haviland Telephone Company, Inc., (“Haviland”) seeks an additional
$1,387,380 of annual KUSF support.* Garrett recommended the Commission direct Staff to file a
Report and Recommendation in this Docket to provide the revised annual KUSF support
reductions and each RLEC’s pro-rata KUSF support after the Commission issues an order in the
26-048 Docket.’

5. On January 7, 2026, Staff filed a Motion to cancel the hearing scheduled in this
Docket for January 15, 2026, and requesting a Commission decision based upon the pre-filed
testimony filed in this Docket.

6. On January 13, 2026, the Commission granted Staff’s request to cancel the hearing.

7. The Commission has issued orders to implement the $30 million cap as provided
for in K.S.A. 66-2008(e). The Commission has also issued orders providing direction regarding
the KUSF Reserve and adopting a Contingency Fund Allowance.® Staff’s calculations comply

with those Orders.

21d. at4.

3 Id. at 5, Attachment A, p. 2.

41d. at 5.

5 Id. at 5-6.

¢ Order No. 5 Establishing Carrier Assessment Rate for Year 2000 KUSF Contributions, 935, Docket No. 00-GIMT-
236-GIT, Jan. 19, 2000 (Jan. 2000 Order, Docket 00-236).
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8. Having reviewed the pre-filed testimony in this Docket, the Commission adopts the
assessment rate of 12.67% proposed by Staff for the KUSF Year 30. The Commission directs Staff
to submit revised KUSF support calculations after the Commission issues an order in the 26-048
Docket, and to include the adjusted pro-rata KUSF support reduction and resulting support for
each RLEC.

IT IS, THEREFORE, BY THE COMMISSION ORDERED THAT:

A. The Assessment Rate for KUSF Year 30, effective March 1, 2026, through
February 28, 2027, shall be 12.67%.

B. Staff is directed to file a Report and Recommendation, along with the adjusted pro-
rata KUSF support reductions and annual KUSF support for each RLEC in this Docket after
issuance of a final Commission order in Docket 26-048.

C. Any party may file and serve a petition for reconsideration pursuant to the

requirements and time limits established by K.S.A. 77-529(a)(1).’

BWB

'K.S.A. 66-118b; K.S.A. 77-503(c); K.S.A. 77-531(b).
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BY THE COMMISSION IT IS SO ORDERED.
French, Chairperson; Keen, Commissioner; Kuether, Commissioner

Dated: 01/27/2026

Celeste Chaney-Tucker
Executive Director
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

26-GIMT-095-GIT

I, the undersigned, certify that a true copy of the attached Order has been served to the
following by means of first class mail and electronic service on 1/27/2026.

MADISEN HANE

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
1500 Sw Arrowhead Rd

Topeka, KS 66604
madisen.hane@ks.gov

Colleen Jamison

JAMISON LAW, LLC

PO Box 128

Tecumseh, KS 66542
colleen.jamison@jamisonlaw.legal

BRUCE A. NEY

AT&T SERVICES, INC.

816 Congress Ave., Suite 1100
Austin, TX 78701
bruce.ney@att.com

ROBERT YOUNG

U.S. TELECOM LONG DISTANCE, INC.
3960 Howard Hughes Pkwy Ste 500
Las Vegas, NV 89109
cs@ustelecomld.com

Missie Burris

CELLCO PARTNERSHIP;VISIBLE SERVICE
LLC;MCI COMMUNICATIONS

SERVICES; TOPEKA CELLULAR TELEPHONE
COMPANY;MCIMETRO ACCESS
TRANSMISSION SERVICES LLC;ALLTEL
CORPORATION

5055 North Point Parkway

Alpharetta, GA 30022
missie.burris@verizon.com

Mary Garris

LEVEL 3 TELECOM OF KANSAS CITY, LLC
100 Centurylink Drive

Monroe, LA 71203

mary.garris@lumen.com

ROBERT SORRENTINO

ADVANTAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS,
CORP.

3001 Aloma Ave #304

Winter Park, FL 32792
regdbg@dominionbusinessgroup.com

BRETT W. BERRY

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
1500 Sw Arrowhead Rd

Topeka, KS 66604

brett.berry@ks.gov

Alex Rasor

SAGE TELECOM COMMUNICATIONS, LLC
1149 Hill St..

Los Angeles, CA 90015
regulatoryaffairs@truconnect.com

RICHARD BALDWIN

HOME TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
211 S Main St

box 8

Galva, KS 67443
rbaldwin@hci-ks.com

RONALD A SHEEHAN

FUSION CONNECT, LLC

695 Route 46 West, Ste 200
Fairfield, NJ 07004-1561
ronald.sheehan@fusionconnect.com

Shana Rains

MADISON TELEPHONE LLC;MT NETWORKS,
L.L.C.

117 North 3rd Street

Madison, KS 66860

shana@mtnetworks.com

Andy Lancaster

VOYANT COMMUNICATIONS;RADIANTIQ,
LLC;ANPI BUSINESS,LLC;BROADVOX-CLEC,
LLC;ONVOQY, LLC;NEUTRAL TANDEM-
KANSAS LLC

1 North Wacker Drive

Chicago, IL 60606
andy.lancaster@inteliguent.com

JENNA BROWN

QUANTUMSHIFT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
C/o Vcom Solutions

12657 Alcosta Blvd Ste 418

San Ramon, CA 94583-4433
jbrown@vcomsolutions.com



BEAU REBEL

GOLDEN BELT TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION.

103 Lincoln St
Rush Center, KS 67575-3000
brebel@gbtlive.com

NICOLE WINTERS

BROADVIEW NETWORKS, INC.

4005 N. Rodney Parham Rd

Little Rock, AR 72212
wci.kansas.govaffairs@windstream.com

Emily Lomaka
VELOCITY FIBER LLC

compliance@velocityfiber.com

Ethan Kaplan

IDEATEK TELCOM, LLC;HCI TELCOM
INC.;IDEATEK TELCOM, LLC

111 Old Mill Lane

Buhler, KS 67522
ekaplan@ideatek.com

JOSEPH R. ASTRAB

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 Sw Arrowhead Rd

Topeka, KS 66604

joseph.astrab@ks.gov

JOHN I. RACY

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 Sw Arrowhead Rd

Topeka, KS 66604

john.i.racy@ks.gov

SHONDA RABB

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 Sw Arrowhead Rd

Topeka, KS 66604

shonda.rabb@ks.gov
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Susan McGhee

GIANT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.;JBN
TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC

418 West 5th Street

Holton, KS 66436
susan@jbntelco.com

JOSH ANDERSON
ACUITYVOIP, LLC

5215 W Laurel St

suite 210

Tampa, FL 33607-1728
josh.anderson@thinkacuity.com

LISA JILL FREEMAN
BANDWIDTH.COM, INC.
2230 Bandmate Way
Raleigh, NC 27607
lifreeman@bandwidth.com

Mark Doty

GLEASON & DOTY CHTD

401 South Main Street Suite 102
Ottawa, KS 66067
doty.mark@gmail.com

TODD E. LOVE

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 Sw Arrowhead Rd

Topeka, KS 66604

todd.love@ks.gov

DELLA SMITH

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 Sw Arrowhead Rd

Topeka, KS 66604

della.smith@ks.gov
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